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Fracking’s Dismal Job
Creation Record

Despite false claims from the American Petroleum Institute (API) that the oil
and gas industry supports 11 million jobs,! the most recently available
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) data show that direct employment in oil and
gas extraction is near its lowest level in a decade. The industry employed
only 115,638 people in 2023, down from 196,704 in 2014, despite record levels
of oil and gas production.? Even including indirect employment in related
sectors like pipeline transportation and manufacturing of oil and gas
equipment, the oil and gas industry was only responsible for 621,861 jobs,
down from a peak of 887,573 in 2014.3

In Pennsylvania, the industry only accounted for 19,452 direct and indirect jobs in 2023, a record
low in the last decade despite near record high gas production.# Even though fracking only
accounts for 0.32 percent of the 6 million jobs in the state, the myth that fracking is a “key element
of the economy” or responsible for “countless jobs” persists.®> These job numbers are in the same
ballpark as natural gas employment figures reported by the federal Department of Energy and a
report commissioned by Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.®

The API's gross exaggerations rely on some of the same tricks that the fossil fuel industry has used
for years, such as counting jobs “induced” by the oil and gas industry, mysterious divergence from
BLS data, and inclusion of sectors that do not depend on domestic oil and gas production.” Most
notably, nearly half of the “direct jobs” in the API's analysis are in the gas station sector.® This
results in counterintuitive outcomes such as New Jersey — a state with no crude oil or natural gas
production — being ranked 14" in total employment from the oil and gas industry, perhaps due New
Jersey’s ban on self-pumped gas rather than relaxed environmental regulations.® Also confusing is
the claim that the oil and gas industry supports 2.3 percent of all employment in Washington, D.C.,
which is only believable if you were to include the army of consultants, lawyers, and lobbyists that
the industry hires to advance its agenda.®

While fossil fuel jobs have stagnated, renewable jobs have grown. During the current
Administration, Vice President Kamala Harris has championed renewable energy including
provisions that reward domestic sourcing for components and prioritize American jobs over free
trade commitments.! During the first three years of the Biden-Harris Administration, wind and solar
electric generation jobs offset the decline in fossil fuel generation jobs by a factor of over 4, resulting
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in a 7.7 percent increase in the total number of electric power generation jobs. In contrast, the
electric power sector lost nearly 12,000 jobs during the first three years of the Trump Administration
(2016 to 2019).%?

Pennsylvania’s electric power generation sector has suffered fossil fuel job losses without
renewable electricity job growth, thanks to insufficient investment in renewables. From 2014 to
2023, the proportion of electricity generated from wind and solar in the state grew from 1.8 percent
to 2 percent, far behind the national growth (5.1 percent to 15.9 percent of electricity over the same
time period).*® In 2023, Pennsylvania’s electric generation industry employed 13.4 percent fewer
people than in 2019 (and 28.9 percent fewer than in 2014), while wind and solar sector jobs fell
below BLS reporting thresholds.'# In contrast, Arizona’s proportion of wind and solar generation
grew from 4.2 to 12.1 over the same period, resulting in an 52 percent increase in the number of
electric generation sector jobs.1®

While some renewable manufacturing sectors are not disaggregated, sectors that include
renewable manufacturing have added significant numbers of jobs between 2021 and 2023. For
example, battery manufacturing added 10,000 jobs over that period.® “Semiconductor and Related
Device Manufacturing” (NAICS 334413) — which includes solar cell manufacturing in addition to
computer chip manufacturing (another focus of the current Administration) —added 16,530 jobs
during the first three years of the Biden-Harris Administration, compared to 3,686 jobs during the
first three years of the Trump Administration.1” Growth in these sectors helped contribute to the
creation of 563,986 jobs in manufacturing overall from 2021 to 2023, compared to 369,400
manufacturing jobs created between 2017 and 2019.18
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